MisceLLANEOUS NEw SPECIES IN Barbosella, Lepanthes,
Masdevallia, Platystele AND Scaphosepalum

sosella orbicularis C. Luer, sp. nov.

Planta minutissima epiphytica repens, caulibus secundariis obsolescent-
unifoliatis, foliis orbicularibus crassis sessilibus succubis, flore solitario
idi pro planta ringenti ex purpureo flavovirenti pallido, pedunculo brevi
» aequilongo, sepalo dorsali lineari-ovato obtuso supra medium incras-
convexo, sepalis lateralibus fere omnino connatis, synsepalo late ovato
1so emarginato base mentum formanti, petalis linearibus obtusis supra
ium incrassitis infra medium marginibus minute ciliatis, labello trilobato,
+ antico rotundato apiculato, lobis lateralibus ovatis obliquis erectis, base
iter concavo.

Plant very small, epiphytic, repent, the primary stem stout, shortly seg-
ited, producing a secondary stem every 1-3 mm; roots comparatively
it, appearing at intervals. Secondary stems obsolescent, less than 1 mm
,» concealed by a loose sheath, unifoliate. Leaf coriaceous, thick, orbicular,
3 to 7 X 7 mm, the apex and the base rounded, overlapping, sessile, fre-
atly suffused with purple. Inflorescence a single, comparatively large
er, produced on a peduncle about 5 mm long, from the side of the sec-
ary stem; floral bract infundibular, acute, 1.5 mm long; pedicel and ovary
1 about 1 mm long; sepals glabrous, pale yellow or yellow-green, rose-red
ard the base; dorsal sepal linear-ovate, obtuse, 6.5-7 X 1.5 mm, thick and
rex above the middle, the surface microscopically short-pubescent; lat-
sepals connate into a broadly ovate, obtuse to rounded, shallowly emar-
te synsepal, forming a mentum with the column-foot, 6 X 5 mm; petals
»w, linear, obtuse, 5.5 X 0.75-0.5 mm, thick, convex, or semi-terete above
middle, the surface microscopically “beaded,” the margins below the
dle minutely ciliate; lip dull yellow, suffused with pink centrally, oblong,
bed, the mid-lobe rounided, bluntly apiculate, the lateral lobes near the
dle, erect, ovate, oblique, obtuse, the lip narrowed toward the shortly con-
: base with a pair of incurved lobules, 3.25 X 2 mm across the lobes spread
't; column stout, 2 mm long, foot 2 mm long with a small central callus.
moLocy: From the Latin orbicularis, “orbicular” (form orbis, “a ring or
rcle”), in reference to the shape of the leaves.

E: PANAMA: PaNAMA: epiphytic, La Eneida, region of Cerro Jefe, alt.
)00 m, 25 Dec. 1967, R. L. Dressler 3285 (HororypPE: SEL); epiphytic
ong the El Llano-Carti road, alt. 350 m, 3 March 1976, C. Luer, J. Luer,
. Taylor & R. L. Dressler 1059 (SEL).
[RIBUTION: Panama.

Vegetatively this minute, creeping species resembles a Peperomia, or
wrothallis peperomioides Ames, or one of its relatives. The short rhizome
roots hug the bark of the host tree and produce braching chains of al-
ating, overlapping, thick, smooth, little, round, dark green leaves which
appressed against the substrate. The solitary, over-sized flower is lifted
a short peduncle barely above the mat of leaves. The narrow dorsal sepal
l.p.etals. spread widely above the broad synsepal and three-lobed lip. Four
linia with caudicles are contained in the two-celled anther cap.
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Figure 108. BARBOSELLA ORBICULARIS C. A. Luer



