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Brachionidium loxense Luer, sp. nov.
Ety.: Named for the province of Loja where this species was discovered.

Planta mediocris rhizomate crasso erecto, ramicaulibus brevibus, pedunculo foliis suborbiculatis
plus minusve aequilongo, floribus comparate magnis, sepalis petalisque longicaudatis dense breviciliatis
et labello transverse ovato late apiculato marginibus callosis.

Plant medium in size, robust, epiphytic, the rhizome stout, erect, up to 15 cm tall, occasionally
branching, 5-10 mm long between ramicauls, 2-3 mm thick, with 3 loose, mucronate sheaths; roots
coarse, from nodes toward the base. Ramicauls suberect, 5-7 mm long, enclosed by 2 similar sheaths.
Leaf suberect, coriaceous, described as clear, bright green, 18-11 mm long including a petiole 1 mm
long, the blade broadly elliptical to suborbicular, 6-8 mm wide, 7-veined, the apex rounded, notched and
apiculate, the rounded base contracted into the petiole. Inflorescence a single, non-resupinate flower
bome by a peduncle 10 mm long, from near the apex of the ramicaul; floral bract inflated, mucronate, 5-
6 mm long; pedicel thick, 0.5 mm long, with a protruding filament 7-8 mm long; ovary 3 mm long;
sepals dark red-purple, yellow toward the apices, densely short-ciliate, the middle sepal ovate, acute,
acuminate, long-caudate, 26 mm long including the slender tail 15 mm long, 7 mm wide, 3-veined, the
lateral sepals connate into an ovate, concave, acute, acuminate, long-tailed lamina, 26 mm long, 8.5 mm
wide expanded, 4-veined, the filiform apices of the tails free for 4-5 mm; petals colored as the sepals,
densely short-ciliate, obovate, oblique, acute, acuminate, long-caudate, 22 mm long including the tail 12
mm long, 5 mm wide, 3-veined; lip transversely ovoid, 3.5 mm long, 6 mm wide, the lateral angles
acute, subuncinate, the apex with an obtuse apiculum, the margins with low, longitudinal lamella-like
calli, the disc with a central, flattened, minutely pubescent callus; column stout, 2 mm long, the stigma
bidentate; pollinia 8.

ECUADOR: Prov. of Loja: terrestrial among vegeta-
tion, 15 Km east of Loja, alt. 2400 m, 27 Dec. 1947,
R. Espinosa & A. Espinosa 2292 (Holotype: NY).
Prov. of Zamora-Chinchipe: 14 Km east of Loja, alt.
2775 m, 21 May 1971, B. MacBryde 330 (AMES).

Although this species occurs in an area
that has been thoroughly collected by
many botanists for many years, this dis-
tinctive species has apparently been recol-
lected only once since it was first found by
Reinaldo and Arsenio Espinosa in 1947.

Brachionidium loxense is related to
large, robust B. dalstroemii that is found in
a nearby mountain-pass. Both species are
stout and erect with short peduncles; rela-
tively large, long-tailed flowers; and
similar, transversely ovate lips. Brachio-
nidium loxense is distinguished by the
smaller habit; small, round leaves; and
densely short-ciliate sepals and petals.
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Plate 33. Brachionidium loxense Luer



	Brachionidium loxense 01
	Brachionidium loxense ILL

