
Dracu la anicula Luer & Escobar, sp. nov. 

Inter species generis Draculae Luer species haec habitu mediocri. 
foliis anguste obovatis, pedunculo horizontali racemo paucifloro, 
ovario verrucoso, floribus successivis patentibus nutantibus, sepalis 
late ovatis vel suborbicularibus viridibus purpureo guttatis, petalis 
carinatis, epichilio aurantiaco concavo transverse oblongo distin
guitur. 

Plant medium in size, epiphytic, caespitose; roots coarse, fasciculate, 
flexuous. Secondary stems unifoliate, channeled, 2.5 - 5.3 cm long, 
enclosed by 2 loose, brown sheaths. Leaf erect, thinly coriaceous, 
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apex as a carina; lip yellow-orange marked with red-orange, spatulate, 
10-11 mm long, 9 - 12 mm wide, the hipochile oblong, ca. 3.5 mm 
long, 3 mm wide, with erect, rounded lateral margins, cleft cen
traLly, the concave base hinged to the column-foot, the epichile 
transversely oblong, ca. 6.5 mm long, 9 - 12 mm wide, concave 
with incurved lateral margins, coursed within by ca. 12 radiating, 
irregulàrly branching, incomplete lamellae; column yellow white, 
semiterete,6 mm long, with a short, thick foot 3 mm long. 

ETIMOLOGIA: Del latin: anÎcula "una pequefia vie je cita", en fan
tastica alusi6n de la flor a una cara mustia de boca abierta y sin 
dientes. 

ETYMOLOGY: From the Latin anicula, lia little old woman", in 
fancied allusion of the flower to a withered face with an open, 
endentulous mouth. 

TYPE: COLOMBIA: Dept. of ANTIOQUIA: Munie. of Argelia, "La 
Florida", ait. 1900-2100 1 m 1973, collector unknown, cult . by 
M & O. Robledo at La Ceja, flowered ,in cult. 27 sept. 1977, R. 
Escobar 1279 (HOLOTYPE: JAUM; ISOTYPE: SEL), C. Luer 
illustr.1851. 

DISTRIBUTION: Colombia, Central Cordillera. 

Esta especie parece relacionada con D. chestertonii fR chb.f.) 
Luer, y con D. Cutis-bufonis Luer & Escobar, pero con pétalos me
nos extrafios y labelo proporcionalmente mas pequefio. Solo un espe
cimen ha sido colectado hasta hoy y fue encontrado entre plantas de 
O. wallisii (R chb.f.) Luer, D. roezlii (R chb. f.) Luer y D, cutis-bu
fonis. Dracula anicula puede reconocerse por los mas 0 menos redon
deados y ligeramente retorcidos sépalos, finamente punteados con 
purpura sobre verde, de pubescencia corta y verrugosa por dentro; los 
pétalos son carinados, y el labelo naranja-rojizo, c6ncavo, transversal 
mente oblongo, flexible, contiene varias lamelas incompletas, rami
ficadas . 

This pecies seems to be related to D. chestertonii (R chb.f.) Luer 
and D. cutis-bufonis Luer & Escobar, but with less bizarre petais 
and proportionately smaller lip. Only one specimen has ever been 
collected and it was found among plants of Draéula wallisii 
(R. chb. f.) Luer, D. roezlii (R chb.f.) Luer, and 0 cutis-bufonis. 
J racula anicula may be recognized by the more or less rounded 
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