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Masdevallia fosterae Luer, sp. nov.
Ety.: Named in honor of the late Elizabeth Foster of Bay Village, Ohio, who submitted the species
for identification
Inter species sect. Alaticaulium, planta mediocre, pedunculo folio longiore, sepalis gracile candatis,
sepalis lateralibus semiconnatis apice rotundis abrupte caudatis et ovario profunde fisso distinguitur.

Plant medium in size, epiphytic, caespitose; roots slender. Ramicauls stout, erect, 1.5-2 cm long,
enclosed by 2 loose, tubular sheaths. Leaf erect, thickly coriaceous, 6-11 cm long including the 1-2 cm
long petiole, the blade elliptical, obtuse, 2-2.5 cm wide, cuneate below into the petiole. Inflorescence a
single flower, soon followed by a second in a congested, few-flowered raceme, bome by an erect, trique-
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trous peduncle 9-12 cm long, with a basal bract, from near the base of a ramicaul; floral bract inflated, 12
mm long; pedicel 8-12 mm long; ovary 3 mm long, deeply fissured between carpels; sepals fleshy,
glabrous, the blade of the dorsal sepal obovate, ca. 15 mm long, 6 mm wide, connate to the lateral sepals
for 8 mm to form a campanulate tube, the apex acute, contracted into a slender, forwardly directed tail
ca. 22 mm long, the lateral sepals oblong, oblique, the 15 mm long, 8 mm wide, connate for 6 mm, the
apices rounded, abruptly contracted into slender tails 18 mm long; petals oblong, 7 mm long, 2 mm
wide, the apex rounded, microscopically apiculate, the labellar half longitudinally callous; lip oblong, 6
mm long, 2 mm wide, the disc shallowly sulcate between oblique marginal folds above the middle, the
epichile obtuse, subverrucose with crenulate margins, the hypochile oblong, subcordate at the base,
hinged beneath; column semiterete, 5.5 mm long, the foot 3 mm long with a short, incurved extension.
Without collection data, cultivated in Bay Village, Ohio, submitted for identification, Nov. 1991, by the
late Mrs. Elizabeth Foster 7718 (Holotype: MO), C. Luer illustr. 15530.

Although no collection data are known, I do not believe that this taxon is hybrid
in origin. Eventually, another collection will appear. Among the species of this
section, M. fosterana is distinguished by a ramicaul longer than the leaf, and a
congested, successively flowered raceme. The sepals are slender-tailed; the dorsal
sepal is acute and the laterals are rounded and abruptly caudate. The petals are
oblong with a longitudinal callus above the margin. The lip is not particularly dis-
tinctive. The ovary is triangular in cross section with deep clefts between the

carpels.



Fig. 6a. Masdevallia fosterae



