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Lepanthes lunaris Luer, sp. nov.
Ety.: From the Latin lunaris, ““crescent-shaped,” in reference to the petals.

Planta parva pendens, foliis glabris, inflorescentia pauciflora erecta, sepalis subtriangularibus pro-
funde connatis, petalis lunaribus, labello cordato lobis basalibus columnam amplectentibus.

Plant small, epiphytic, pendent, long-repent, the rhizome occasionally branching, 4-5 mm long
between ramicauls, each segment enclosed by 2 long-spiculate sheaths with dilated ostia; roots slender,
toward the base. Ramicauls abbreviated, 1 mm long, enclosed by a long-spiculate, lepanthiform sheath.
Leaf descending, coriaceous, glabrous, elliptical, subacute, 5-7 mm long, 3-5 mm wide, 3- to 5-veined,
the base cuneate into a petiole 1 mm long. Inflorescence a congested, successively 2- to 3-flowered
raceme, bome by a slender, upcurved peduncle 2-4 mm long; floral bracts glabrous, 1 mm long; pedicel
1.5-2 mm long; ovary 1-1.25 mm long; sepals yellow-brown, fleshy, the dorsal sepal broadly ovate,
obtuse, shortly pubescent, 2 mm long, 1.8-2.2 mm wide, 3-veined, connate to the lateral sepals for 0.75
mm, the lateral sepals ovate, oblique, obtuse, cellular-glandular, 2-2.5 mm long, 1.2-2 mm wide, connate
0.8 mm, 2-veined; petals minutely pubescent, transversely lunate, 0.5-0.8 mm long, 1.4-1.8 mm wide,
the lobes lightly incurved, narrowly obtuse; lip glabrous, cordate, with the apex rounded, 1-1.6 mm long,
1.2-1.5 mm wide, the basal lobes obtuse, encircling the column, the disc concave, the base connate to the
base of the column; column 0.5 mm long, the anther dorsal, the stigma ventral.

COLOMBIA: Dept. of Putumayo: East Cordillera of
Sibundoy, alt. 2000 m, 18 Feb. 1881, F. C. Lehmann
277 (Holotype: G), C. Luer illustr. 14817.
ECUADOR: Prov. of Sucumbios: epiphytic above La
Bonita, alt. 1990 m, 8 July 1990, C. Dodson, E.
Hagsater, D. Rubio & N. Rivera 18472 (MO), C.
Luer illustr. 17175.

This species was first collected in 1881
by Consul Lehmann in southern Colombia
and deposited at Geneva. All his collec-
tions of this subgenus at Geneva had been
annotated Pleurothallis (Apodae-Prore-
pentes) by Krinzlin.

The little, elliptical leaves are glabrous,
but the sheaths of the rhizome and rami-
cauls are long-spiculate. The flowers are produced in short, ascending racemes.
The broadly ovate, obtuse, microscopically pubescent sepals are deeply connate,
forming a flat flower. The crescent-shaped petals are also microscopically pubes-
cent. The lip is cordate-U-shaped with basal lobes encircling the column.
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Plate 10. Lepanthes lunaris Luer
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