Platystele e==vis Luer, sp. nov.

Planta px=illa, racemo flaccido flexuoso capillari folio longi-
petiolato r=_zilongiore, floribus minutissimis successivis, sepalis
ovatis ene=vZ=us, lateralibus obtusis brevicaudatis, petalis angus-
tissimis, =10 ovato acuto.

Plant v==7 small, epiphytic, caespitose; roots slender. Second-
ary stéms si=zZer, erect, 6-8 mm long, enclosed by 2-3 ribded, tubu-
lar sheatks. Leaf erect, coriaceous, elliptical, subacute, long-
petiolate, ~’=21 mm long including the 4~8 mm long petiole, 3-4 mm
wide, cunez3: zelow into the slender petiole. Inflorescence a weak,
flexuous, -oxzly flowered raceme up to 7 cm long including the cap-
illary pec—::z 1,5-2 cm long, the flowers successive, minute; flo-
ral bract <.° mm long; pedicel 1 mm long; ovary 0,25 mm long; se-
pals purpls, s=ite toward the apices, glabrous, free, without vis-
ible nerves, ze dorsal sepal ovate, acute, 0.8 mm long, 0.4 mm wide,
the laterz’ s=zals broadly ovate, obtuse, 0.6 mm long, 0.4 mm wide,
the obtuse zr=z abruptly contracted into a short tail; petals very
narrowly it=izsmular, acute, 0.6 mm long, O.1 mm wide; lip purple,
cellular-p=>s:cent, ovate, acute, 0.6 mm long, 0.4 mm wide; column
thinly cuc=""z%e, 0.4 mm long, 0.4 mm wide,

Etymology: *=—u the Latin enervis, "without a nerve," referring to
the sepals == petals,

Type; Ecuaisr: Prov, of Pichincha: epiphytic in cloud forest near
Los Faisanss, z1t, ca., 2000 m, 15 July 1983, A, Hirtz 1009 (Holo-
type: SEL), I. Luer illustr. 9164.

This srecizs is most notable for the extremely small flowers
produced oz z zairlike, flexuous raceme much longer than the long-
petiolate Zszv=s, The sepals and petals are less than one milli-
meter long = without any trace of a midvein,.




