Pleurothallis penelops Luer, sp. nov.

Planta epiphytica mediocris caespitosa, caulibus secundariis gracilibus
teretibus unifoliatis, foliis anguste cordatis deflexis supra medium inflexis
acuminatis marginibus revolutis, spatha magna, floribus fasciculatis successi-
vis marroninis, sepalis petalisque valde reflexis, sepalis late ovatis revolutis,
petalis ovatis acutis serrulatis, labello ovato obtuso, columna alba.

Plant medium-sized, epiphytic, caespitose; roots slender, fasciculate.
Secondary stems erect, slender, terete, unifoliate, 8-16 cm long, with a
tubular sheath below the middle and another 1-2 at the base. Leaf deflexed,
coriaceous, dull green, narrowly ovate, gradually curved upward toward the
acuminate apex, tridenticulate, the sides revolute, the base sessile, deeply
cordate, 8-12 cm long, 14-21 mm wide; juvenile leaves erect, narrowly
elliptical; inflorescence a fascicle of single, successive flowers with markedly
reflexed sepals and petals, from a prominent, deflexed, oblong spathe, 12-15
mm long, at the base of the leaf; floral bract 7-10 mm long; pedicel about 10
mm long; ovary green, 5 mm long; sepals dark purple or maroon, suborbicu-
lar to broadly ovate, obtuse, with the sides revolute, minutely subverrucose,
the dorsal sepal 10 mm long, 8 mm wide, the lateral sepals connate into a re-
flexed, revolute tube, 8 mm long, 7 mm wide spread out; petals maroon,
ovate, acute, minutely serrulate, narrowed above the base, 9 mm long, 3 mm
wide; lip purple, ovate, with thickened calli above the middle, rounded at the
apex, the base white, unguiculate, the disc minutely papillose around the
glenion, 5.5 mm long, 4 mm wide; column stout, white, 1.5 mm long and
wide.

Ervymovrocy: From the Greek penelops, “a kind of duck,” in allusion to the
appearance of the flowers.

Type: ECUADOR: MoroNA-SANTIAGO: epiphytic in cloud forest east of Paute
toward the dam site, alt. ca. 1700 m, 10 July 1977, C. Luer, G. Luer, J.
Luer & A. Andreetta 1659 (HovLotyre: SEL).

DistrisuTion: Eastern Ecuador.

In habit this species is similar to Pleurothallis peculiaris Luer of Pana-
ma. The narrowly cordate leaves are acutely deflexed from the base, but
then are curved upward and outward. The spathe is proportionately large
and also deflexed. The emerging flower is deep purple, but the column is
white. The conspicuous column and lip, protruding beyond the markedly re-
flexed sepals and petals, remind one of the head and bill of a duck in flight
with a swept-back wings.



