120 ICONES PLEUROTHALLIDINARUM
Pleurothallis schlimii Luer, sp. nov.

Ety.: Named for Louis Schlim, nephew of Jean Linden of Ghent, Belgium, collector of numerous
species in the nineteenth century.

Species haec P. acuminatae (H.B.K.) Lindl. affinis, sed racemis foliis angustissime oblongis plus-
minusve brevioribus, sepalis oblongis obtusis, et labelli carinis infra medium marginalibus differt.

Plant medium in size, epiphytic, caespitose; roots slender. Ramicauls slender, erect, 6-10 cm long,
with a long tubular sheath from below the middle and another above the base. Leaf erect, thickly coria-
ceous, narrowly linear-elliptical, acute, 10-18 cm long, 0.5-1 cm wide, cuneate below into a petiole ca. 1
cm long. Inflorescence a loose, distichous, simultaneously several-flowered raceme, 4-10 cm long
including the peduncle 1-2 cm long, subtended by a narrow spathe ca. 1 cm long from an annulus below
the apex of the ramicaul; floral bracts 4 mm long; pedicels 3 mm long; ovary 2.5 mm long; sepals
presumably yellow, pubescent within above the middle, oblong, obtuse, the dorsal sepal 13 mm long, 3
mm wide, 3-veined, the lateral sepals free, forming a conical mentum below the column-foot, 14 mm
long, 3 mm wide, 3-veined; petals translucent, oblong, obtuse, 3.25 mm long, 1.25 mm wide, carinate
externally along the midvein; lip arcuate, oblong-subpandurate, 4.5 mm long, 1.5 mm wide, the apex
broadly rounded, the sides broadly rounded and erect below the middle, the disc shallowly concave
between a pair of longitudinal, subverrucose calli from near the apex, merging near the middle into the
erect margins, the base narrowly subtruncate, delicately hinged to the tip of the column-foot; column
stout, 2.5 mm long, longitudinally winged and erose at the apex, the foot 2 mm long, the anther, rostel-
lum and stigma ventral.

COLOMBIA: Santander: La Baja, Pomplona, alt. 8,000 ft., Jan. 1847, L. Schlim 1441 (Holotype: W;
Isotype: K), C. Luer illustr. 19067.

This species, apparently endemic in the Eastern Cordillera of Colombia, was
collected by Louis Schlim near the middle of the nineteenth century. Reichenbach
identified it with P. meridana in his publication of the latter. Since that time, it lay
in the herbaria of K and W identified as the smaller P. meridana. Although superfi-
cially similar to the latter but with twice larger flowers, P. schlimii seems more
closely allied to P. acuminata. Although the latter is treated herein as morphologi-
cal variable, P. schlimii differs signicantly with oblong, obtuse sepals, instead of
acuminate and acute, and a lip with a tall pair of marginal lamellae below the
middle. The narrow leaves of P. schlimii are very thick, approaching terete.



Fig. 25. Pleurothallis schlimii



