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PleurothaUisspathuUformisLuer& Vasquez,sp. nov.
Ety.:From the Latinspathuliformis, "splIthulatc," referringto the petalsand lip.

Species haec P.acuminatae (H.B.K.) Lindl., affinis sed habitu minore et petalis spathulifonnibu.
&picerotundatisdiffert.

Plant small to medium in size, epiphytic, caespitose; root. slender. RlDlicaulablacki.h, slender,
erect, 2.5-6 em long, with 2-3 tubular .heaths below the middle and at the base, Leaf erect, coriaeeoes,
elliptical,obtuseto roun<lcdat the apex,3-6.5em long, 1-1.2 em wide, cune8tebelow into a pclioJeca. 5
mm long. 1nft000000000CC a .ubcongeatcd,aecund,simultaneouslyseverll-flowercdraceme,5-11 an long
includingthe peduncle1.5-2.5an long, .ubtcn<lcdby a narrowspathe8 mm long from an annulu. below
the apex of the rIDlicaul;florll bracts 2-4 mm long; pedicels 4 mm long; ovary 3 mm long; lelia" dull
white, shortly pubescent within, the dorsal .epal narrowly ovate, narrowly obtuse to acute, 12-14mm
long, 2.5-3 mm wide, .3-veincd, the lateral .epals free, oblique, fonning a .mall mentum below the
column-foot, 14·15 mm long,2.75 mm wide, 3-vcined; petals translucent white, spethulate, roundedat
the apex,5 mm long, 2 mm wide, n8lTOWlyveinedto either .ide of the midvein; Upred,arcuate, oblong­
obovate, 5.5 II!IIllong, 1 mm wide, the apexexpanded, broadly rounded, .mooth, thediscwith a pair of
erect, longitudinal calli below the middle, with a low, midline callus between, !he base truncate, hinged
to the tip of the column-foot; columnred, stout, 4 mmlong, the foot 3 mmlong, the anther, rostellum
and .tigmaventral.

BOUVIA: Cocbabamba: below Cocapata,all. 263010, 5 Feb. 1997,C. !Aer. J. !Aer. R. Vdsquez. D.
Ric & W. Teague 18395 (Holotypc: MO); Chapare, northeast of CochablDlbatoward Villa Tunan, alt.
290010, 22]18. 1980,C.!Aer,J.!Aer& R. Vdsquez4907 (SEL); samearea, all. 2600m, 6]an. 1994,S.
Dalstrom& J. SlJMemark2014(MO),C. Luerillustr. 19069.

This species,endemicin centralBolivia,is relatedto P.acuminata. It differs
fromthe latter by a smallerhabitwithshorterracemes.Theverysimilarflowersare
distinguishedby spathulatepetalsthat are roundedat the apex,and the spathulate
lip with a low, midline callus between the lateral pair. The apex is free of any
verrucosities.
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Fig.29. Pleurothallisspathuliformis


